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Béés The waggle dance

Did you know that honeybees can tell each other where to find nectar just by waggling their
tails in a special dance? Let’s find out about the waggle dance.

The Wagg|e
Dance.::.

Honeybees

4

Honeybees may not
speak but they can
still communicate.
How? By dancing!
When a female
honeybee finds a plant
with lots of nectar-rich
flowers, she returns to
the hive to perform a
special ‘waggle dance’
to tell her bee friends
where to find it!

The top of the hive represents
the sun in the waggle dance. To

perform the dance, a honeybee

@:é waggles her body from side to
side as she travels up to the top

of the honeycomb. She then

loops around and repeats the
‘dance’ a number of times.
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If she dances to the
top in a straight line it
tells other bees that
the nectar-rich
flowers are in the
direction of the sun.
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Dancing upwards in a
diagonal line to the left or
right tells other bees that
the nectar-source is to the
left or right of the sun.
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When the flowers
are in the opposite
direction to the
sun, she will dance
towards the
bottom of the
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ES The waggle dance

Repeating the waggle dance many times
means the nectar-rich flowers are far
away from the hive.

Repeating the waggle dance only a few
times means the nectar-rich flowers
are near the hive.
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