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Bees aren’t the only type of pollinating insect, but they are definitely the most effective. Other
insects generally only visit enough flowers to feed themselves, so they only pollinate a few
flowers. Bees have to visit many flowers to collect enough pollen to stock their nests, so they
pollinate lots of flowers.

And it’s not just insects which can pollinate flowers - some birds, mammals and reptiles can be
pollinators too! There are 15 pollinating animals hidden in the grid below. How quickly can you
find them all?
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Do you know which type of animal each pollinator is - amphibian, bird, fish, insect, mammal or
reptile? Look at the table then test yourself by labelling each pollinator with its correct animal

category.

Amphibians are cold-blooded vertebrate animals. When they are
born they live in water and have gills for breathing. As they grow

iy
\ '»h> into adults, amphibians develop lungs for breathing in air so they can
< live on land as well.

Birds are warm-blooded vertebrate animals that lay eggs. They have a
beak, feathers, wings and can usually fly. Most birds have webbing
between three of their toes. Water birds have fully webbed feet.

m Fish are cold-blooded vertebrate animals with no legs or arms that live
\ S\'J \ in water. Fish have gills for breathing and fins to help them swim.
y ) -~

/\‘( Insects are small, cold-blooded invertebrate animals with six legs and
INSEGT one or two pairs of wings for flying. Most insects have a body with
three segments. Insects are part of a group of animals known as
arthropods.

‘ Mammals are warm-blooded vertebrate animals with furry or hairy
fﬂm skin. Most mammals have four legs or two arms and two legs.
: Females mammals produce milk to feed their young.

Reptiles are cold-blooded vertebrate animals with dry scaly skin. They
lay their soft-shelled eggs on land. Most reptiles have four short,
stumpy legs but some, like snakes, have no legs at all.

Vertebrate An animal that has a skeleton with a backbone. Mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish
are all vertebrates.

Invertebrate An animal that does not have a backbone. About 95% of the animal kingdom are
invertebrates, including insects, spiders, crustaceans and molluscs like octopuses, mussels,
slugs and snails.

Arthropod A large group of invertebrate animals with a hard covering on the outside of their bodies.
Insects, spiders, centipedes and crustaceans like crabs and prawns are all arthropods.
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Write the correct animal category under each of these pollinator pictures. Use the page 2 table
or a dictionary to help you.

OPTIONS
amphibian bird
fish insect

mammal reptile
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